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FRANCOPHONE, ITALIAN, AND
GERMANIC STUDIES (FIGS)
FIGS 5000 M.A. Exam Preparation
This course will provide a forum for collective preparation for the Master's
exam across the three section in FIGS. Faculty will guide students in their
work with their M.A. reading list(s)
Spring
1 Course Unit

FIGS 7770 Francophone, Italian and Germanic Proseminar
This proseminar will introduce first-year FIGS graduate students to
doctoral studies in the humanities. It is organized into four parts. Part
I, “Scholarly Habits and Resources,” introduces students to a variety
of resources at Penn, discusses the scholarly habits that graduate
students should develop, and covers strategies for promoting mental
and physical well-being as a graduate student. Part II, “Intervening in the
Field,” introduces students to the processes of conference participation
and article publication. Part III, “The Dissertation,” covers the ins-and-
outs of writing the dissertation. Part IV, “Awards, Networking, and Jobs,”
addresses the importance of awards and networking as well as the
academic and non-academic job markets. While DEI issues are constantly
addresses throughout the course, also in the form of assignments, there
are also bridge sessions to other courses, especially on pedagogy and
recent research trends. In addition to weekly discussions and activities,
this course will include a number of guest speakers who will share their
expertise and give guidance on the how-tos of the field. Students will
be given pre- as well as post-class activities to reflect on each week’s
topic and begin to prepare a dossier for later use in their graduate
studies. Much of the information in this proseminar becomes particularly
relevant during the final years of coursework and your dissertation writing
years, but it is important to be introduced to these topics and to begin
to think about them now. This course is designed for PhD students in
Francophone, Italian, and Germanic Studies. Many of the topics apply to
all three fields; however, students will also have the opportunity to work
on areas that are specific to their language for certain topics. They will
also be able to add to the course materials for future graduate students in
FIGS.
Fall
1 Course Unit
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