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GRADUATE SCHOOL OF
EDUCATION
Overview
The University of Pennsylvania Graduate School of Education is one
of the nation’s premier education schools. At Penn GSE, students and
faculty enjoy an Ivy League environment that supports both practical
knowledge building and high-quality research. Our alumni are recognized
as some of the world’s most influential education leaders, and our
distinguished professors are pioneers in their fields.

Our Mission: Penn GSE partners with schools, universities, and
communities to expand educational access – especially for those
underserved by society. Through rigorous research and innovative
programs, we develop new knowledge, and transformational teachers and
leaders in pursuit of educational opportunity.

What began with the appointment of one professor in 1894 evolved into a
top-ranked professional school of education. We have a 100-year legacy
of producing education leaders through innovative ideas, passionate
people, and a commitment to making a difference. With 40 standing
faculty and just over 1,300 students, Penn GSE is a small school with
remarkable scholarly productivity and influence.

Penn GSE offers a vibrant array of high-quality degree programs in
education research and practice. Our programs prepare students for
careers as urban and international educators, school leaders, education
researchers, higher education professionals, school psychologists,
reading specialists, and more. In addition to degree programs, we offer
professional development opportunities and certificates within the field
of education.

Renowned for our expertise in urban education, policy research,
quantitative methods, practitioner inquiry, developmental psychology, and
qualitative analysis, Penn GSE provides rigorous academic training and
professional mentoring to help our students become effective leaders.
Graduates of our innovative and interdisciplinary programs are shaping
the future of education.

For more information: https://www.gse.upenn.edu/

Research
Penn GSE emphasizes the interplay of theory, research, and practice in
everything we do, believing that education research produces knowledge
to inform practice, but also that research must be informed by the
issues, needs, and concerns of practitioners. We are recognized for our
strengths in research on urban education, policy, teaching and learning,
the cultural contexts of education, language education, qualitative
analysis, practitioner inquiry, developmental psychology, and quantitative
and multimethod inquiry.

Penn GSE is home to several faculty-run centers that produce cutting-
edge research on global issues in education. Additionally, the School’s
many practice-driven initiatives put innovative practices, strategies, and
tools directly into the hands of practitioners, both in Philadelphia and
across the globe.

For more information: https://www.gse.upenn.edu/academics/research
(https://www.gse.upenn.edu/academics/research/)

Community
At Penn GSE, we strive to create a community of people who bring a
wide range of experiences, perspectives, and backgrounds. Bringing
together individuals with varied viewpoints encourages the examination
of issues from multiple angles, leading to more effective and innovative
solutions to pressing challenges. It also strengthens civic engagement by
fostering critical thinking and encouraging dialogue across differences.
This creates richer learning environments that empower individuals to
contribute meaningfully to our community and the broader society.

For more information: https://www.gse.upenn.edu/about-penn-gse/
community-commitment (https://www.gse.upenn.edu/about-penn-gse/
community-commitment/)

Faculty
Penn GSE’s world-class faculty and researchers—the intellectual heart
of our School— have a major impact on education research and practice
across the globe. This influential faculty answer vital questions and solve
pressing problems in local, national, and global education. From literacy
to college access to the Common Core, our researchers are leading the
conversation about critical issues in education.

Our professors possess particular strengths in teaching and learning, the
cultural contexts of education, language education, qualitative research
methods, and practitioner inquiry. In recent years, these strengths
have deepened to include national leadership in policy research, urban
education, developmental psychology, and quantitative and multimethod
inquiry.

For more information: https://www.gse.upenn.edu/academics (https://
www.gse.upenn.edu/academics/)

Outreach
PHILADELPHIA

Our commitment to active, on-the-ground engagement in Philadelphia is
a reflection of the University-wide values expressed in the Penn Compact
2022 (https://president.upenn.edu/penn-compact/). Penn GSE is not just
located in Philadelphia—it is of Philadelphia. We partner with schools in
small and large ways to work towards social justice—always endeavoring
to leverage the expertise of the larger research university in service of a
better education for all.

The University of Pennsylvania's Graduate School of Education is deeply
involved in Philadelphia schools. It is crucial to our mission that Penn
GSE faculty and students engage in all levels of education, both formal
and informal, in traditional and alternative settings, to better learn how we
can solve the challenges of urban education and contribute to the growth
and well-being of our citizens. More than a third of our faculty work in or
with Philadelphia public schools on issues ranging from improving the
quality of writing instruction to teaching coding as part of the elementary
school curriculum.

In any given year, we are involved in about 500 activities in almost
250 schools across Philadelphia. Additionally, we take part in over 70
community activities in over 65 locations.

For more information: View an interactive map of our activities in
Philadelphia (https://phillymap.gse.upenn.edu/).
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INTERNATIONAL

The University of Pennsylvania nurtures global networks and encourages
innovative, cross-disciplinary research to better understand and resolve
global issues. As part of this campus-wide initiative, Penn GSE students
research, study, teach, and work across the globe, and over 70% of our
standing faculty members are involved in international initiatives. Penn
GSE also offers several academic programs that focus on international
education or offer students the opportunity to study abroad.

The Global Engagement Office at Penn GSE directly supports the
mission of the School and the University in engaging in a sustained
and meaningful way with issues of global importance. The aim is to
increase GSE’s impact and widen its reach by supporting faculty, students
and staff who work across borders and by encouraging partnerships
with educational institutions in other nations. It also serves as an initial
point of contact for scholars and agencies looking for opportunities and
expertise to address strategic issues in teaching and learning.

For more information: https://www.gse.upenn.edu/about-penn-gse/
global-initiatives (https://www.gse.upenn.edu/about-penn-gse/global-
initiatives/)
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