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MIDDLE EASTERN
LANGUAGES & CULTURES,
PHD: MESOPOTAMIAN
CIVILIZATION
Middle Eastern Languages and Cultures (MELC). MELC’s PhD program in
Mesopotamian Civilizations offers advanced study of the languages and
philology of ancient Mesopotamia as well as the history and archaeology
of that region in its Middle Eastern context.

Students in the Mesopotamian Civilization program may specialize in
either Archaeology and Art History or History, Language and Literature,
but all students are expected to command a primary and secondary
ancient language, as well as the general history and culture of the region.
The specific distribution of courses varies by specialization. Students are
expected to work out the broad outlines of their programs in consultation
with their faculty advisor when they begin their studies.

View the department's PhD general procedures (https://
melc.sas.upenn.edu/graduate/phd-procedures/).

For more information: https://melc.sas.upenn.edu/graduate/fields-study/
mesopotamian-civilizations (https://melc.sas.upenn.edu/graduate/fields-
study/mesopotamian-civilizations/)

Curriculum
Code Title Course

Units
Coursework 20
Archaeology and Art History Specialization 1

6 course units in any course with Attribute HDML (http://
catalog.upenn.edu/attributes/hdml/)
14 course units in any course with Attribute HDMC (http://
catalog.upenn.edu/attributes/hdmc/)
History, Language and Literature Specialization 1

12 course units in any course with Attribute HDML (http://
catalog.upenn.edu/attributes/hdml/)
8 course units in any course with Attribute HDMC (http://
catalog.upenn.edu/attributes/hdmc/)
Teaching Requirement
One semester of teaching is required.
Language Requirement
Students must demonstrate proficiency in two languages.

Total Course Units 20

University PhD Benchmarks
In addition to Program requirements, the following milestones must be
completed:

Code Title Course
Units

Qualifying Evaluation
Candidacy Examination

Dissertation Defense/Oral Exam
Dissertation Deposit

For more information view the University’s Academic Rules for PhD
Programs (http://catalog.upenn.edu/pennbook/academic-rules-phd/).

1 Primary Field
• Specialization in History, Language, and Literature

• Languages
• History
• Art and archaeology

• Specialization in Archaeology and Art History
• Languages and Literatures
• History
• Archaeology and Art History

Secondary Field
Students concentrating in other MELC programs such as Biblical
Studies or Egyptology may acquire secondary field competence in
Mesopotamian Civilization with six courses. The distribution of the
courses ought to reflect the student’s focus on history, language and
literature or archaeology. Students in history, language and literature
must take at least two art or archaeology courses and students in
archaeology and art history must complete at least one introductory
language sequence.

The degree and major requirements displayed are intended as a guide
for students entering in the Fall of 2025 and later. Students should
consult with their academic program regarding final certifications and
requirements for graduation.
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