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SCHOOL OF VETERINARY
MEDICINE
Established in 1884, Penn Vet is the only veterinary school developed
in association with a medical school, and is one of only four private
veterinary schools in the nation. Penn Vet's two campuses, urban
and rural, offer students learning opportunities and experiences in
virtually every aspect of veterinary medicine. As part of the University
of Pennsylvania, Penn Vet is a key partner in one of the world's great
biomedical research and teaching centers. Our students can learn first-
hand how veterinary medicine and research impacts human lives, as well
as those of animals.

The relationship between animal health and human health is the core
of our teaching tradition. Our distinguished faculty members bring a
diverse range of academic backgrounds and unique perspectives to the
classroom and clinic that will broaden our students' views of veterinary
medicine.

At the center of Penn Vet’s efforts is compassion for both animals
and people, as well as the preservation of a healthy environment.
People look to veterinarians as professionals who not only deliver
healthcare throughout the lifespan of animals, but also improve our
quality of life within that context. We value relationships with our clients
and further their interests along with those of the local community.
Moreover, as a profession and an institution, veterinarians are well
positioned to contribute solutions to some of the world’s most pressing
challenges, including food security, biosecurity, biodiversity, antimicrobial
stewardship, and climate change.

On the campus where modern veterinary medicine was born, we have an
obligation to train a diverse student body on emerging career pathways.
Adapting the curriculum to a new vision of the veterinary profession will
be critical to our success. Penn Vet will further strengthen our profession
by enabling broader opportunities through novel certificate and dual
degree programs that break down traditional boundaries between the
veterinary and other professional disciplines: public health, human
healthcare, social policy, business, and law. As a result, graduating VMDs
will be better prepared to fashion their own career goals, and ultimately
contribute more creatively and effectively towards building a better world.

For more information: https://www.vet.upenn.edu/

Mission
Penn Vet’s mission is to lead the advancement of health and science for
the betterment of animals, humans, and their environment.

For more information: https://www.vet.upenn.edu/education (https://
www.vet.upenn.edu/education/)

Research
At Penn Vet, our challenge is to advance the field of veterinary medicine,
and by extension, all science. Penn Vet faculty conduct groundbreaking
research projects ranging in focus from osteosarcoma, molecular
genetics, retinal blindness, the therapeutic potential of stem cells, the
impact of stress on pregnant females, to the impact of nutrition and
crating on swine health and reproduction. From large to small, from
molecular to systemic, research at Penn Vet continues to push the limits
of what we know about animals and humans.

The work we do here is diverse—from dinosaurs to dogs, from cytokine
biology to cell engineering, from mitochondria to mapping avian flu
outbreaks, our researchers are in constant motion, advancing the
scientific knowledge base.

Penn Vet's research centers are recognized throughout the nation and the
world for groundbreaking advances in:

• Comparative oncology 
• Health and productivity in food animal herds and flocks 
• Infectious disease 
• Regenerative medicine 
• Neuroscience 

We chose these thematic areas because they cover the major areas of
biomedical science and we have outstanding scientists and clinicians
working in each of these fields. Just a few of our achievements include
our advances in stem cell biology, our strong parasite immunology group,
our successes in treating inherited diseases in dogs and cats using gene
therapy, our remarkable programs in clinical and basic neuroscience, and
our basic and emerging translational work in comparative oncology. In
research that impacts humans and non-humans alike, Penn Vet is leading
the way toward eminence in veterinary scientific investigation.

For more information: https://www.vet.upenn.edu/research (https://
www.vet.upenn.edu/research/)

Diversity
The School of Veterinary Medicine welcomes and accepts diversity in the
broadest context so as to recognize, value and learn from all people of
varying cultural backgrounds regardless of their race, color, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, religion, creed, national or ethnic origin,
citizenship status, age, disability, veteran status, or any other legally
protected class status.

One of the missions of the Office for Faculty Affairs and Diversity is
to foster a respectful, creative, and collaborative environment that
will support the faculty, staff and student body, to maximize their
contributions to the educational, research, clinical, and service missions
of Penn Vet.

Our goal is to make Penn Vet a more welcoming and diverse institution
by devising strategies for attracting exceptional scholars and students,
and nurturing their development. Penn Vet’s diversity among its faculty
and student body is of paramount importance, because brilliant scholars
and students are absolutely essential in keeping the institution become
productive, creative, competitive, and successful in its mission to train
the next generation of leaders in all fields of Veterinary Medicine.

Penn’s stature as an eminent and innovative University rests on our
conviction, combined with compelling evidence that excellence and
diversity go hand in hand. The School of Veterinary Medicine is eager to
move decisively forward in building an ever more diverse and eminent
faculty, and in fostering an inclusive and equitable community. 

Multiple resources are available at UPenn to support and promote our
diverse faculty and student body.

Faculty and Staff Resources for Diversity 

• University Council Committee on Diversity and Equity 
• Woman of Color at Penn 
• Affirmative Action and Equal Opportunity Programs 

2023-24 Catalog | Generated 08/09/23

https://www.vet.upenn.edu/
https://www.vet.upenn.edu/education/
https://www.vet.upenn.edu/education/
https://www.vet.upenn.edu/education/
https://www.vet.upenn.edu/research/
https://www.vet.upenn.edu/research/
https://www.vet.upenn.edu/research/


2         School of Veterinary Medicine

• UPenn LGBT Center 
• Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Questioning and Ally employees

at Penn (LEAP) 

Student Resources for Diversity 

• School-Affiliated Organizations 
• Minorities and Cultural Diversity 
• Religious Diversity 
• UPenn LGBT Center 
• Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Questioning and Ally employees

at Penn (LEAP) 

History
Founded in 1884, the School of Veterinary Medicine at the University
of Pennsylvania – Penn Vet – is one of the world’s premier veterinary
schools. Penn Vet is the only veterinary school in the United States that
was a direct outgrowth of the University's School of Medicine. A pioneer
since its inception, Penn Vet has led the way in such areas as infectious
disease research, germ cell biology, animal transgenesis, comparative
oncology, and comparative medical genetics.

Penn Vet has also successfully integrated scholarship and research with
all aspects of veterinary medical education. The School’s strength in
basic sciences, immunology, and mathematical modeling are valuable
assets for developing strategies to rapidly detect and control the spread
of new infections, and improving and developing vaccines that effectively
protect animals.

Learn more about:

• Penn Vet's Beginnings

• Penn Vet Firsts

• Deans of Penn Vet

• Women Pioneers
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