Scholars Programs

SCHOLARS PROGRAMS
The following programs are available to all undergraduate students.

Benjamin Franklin Scholars
The Benjamin Franklin Scholars (https://www.curf.upenn.edu/bfs) are
one of Penn’s most distinctive undergraduate communities.
Each year we welcome a group of extraordinary incoming students,
committed to the transformative power of ideas. Benjamin Franklin
Scholars are selected based on their interest in, and demonstrated
capacity for, a deep engagement in the liberal arts and sciences, both as
ends in themselves and as engines of change in the world. With unique
course offerings, and under the guidance of extraordinary faculty and
advisors, we encourage our students to pursue, in the spirit of Franklin
himself, our guiding principles of breadth, curiosity, and a tinkering habit
of mind.
We are a home for students who seek the advantages of wide-ranging
knowledge, whatever particular educational path they choose. We look
for spirited, independent people who ﬁnd their own passions and are
predisposed to explore their own ideas, wherever they might lead. We
welcome restless minds who are not content just to appreciate great
ideas as abstractions up on a shelf, but who see them as transformative;
changing minds and so changing the world. We are a community of
students and faculty who ﬁnd value in the saying of the great classical
writer Plutarch, from whom Franklin himself claims to have “read
abundantly,” and see a truly great education as a kind of playing with ﬁre.
BFS welcomes students in all the undergraduate schools: The College,
Engineering, Wharton, and Nursing. Parts of the program, including
admissions, work a bit differently in the different schools. For all our
scholars, the BFS experience includes opportunities for overseas
internships, a presentation of research to the BFS community, and our
Seminars – a set of enriching opportunities to work on challenging
topics, without requiring extensive prerequisites, both inside and outside
of their major ﬁelds of study.

University Scholars
The University Scholars program (https://www.curf.upenn.edu/universityscholars) provides an exceptional academic environment for intellectually
dynamic students who have already demonstrated their commitment and
dedication to research.
Through mentoring, research funding and scholarly events the
program encourages and supports students to make the most of their
undergraduate years, not only with in-depth research, but also by making
an early start in graduate and professional courses, ranging widely or in
some cases focusing narrowly on their curricular choices.
The focus of the University Scholars program is undergraduate research.
In order to aid students in doing creative and in-depth research, the
University Scholars has a fund with which to help students defray
research expenses. Funding is meant to cover the expense of the
research itself; this most often pertains to room and board costs over the
summer months. Occasionally, students’ research will take them away
from Penn. In those instances, the University Scholars program may be
able to fund travel expenses as well.
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Civic Scholars
Penn Civic Scholars (http://www.vpul.upenn.edu/civichouse/
civicscholars) is a unique program providing undergraduates with a
sustained four-year experience in civic engagement and scholarship. The
program culminates in certiﬁcation upon graduation and designation as a
Civic Scholar on the student's transcript.
The Civic Scholars program is based on a few basic principles:
• Civic engagement and academic work are mutually reinforcing.
• Meaningful and sustained involvement in community affairs while at
Penn is the base for life-long civic commitments and contributions.
• Undergraduates can conduct signiﬁcant applied social and public
policy research through a multi-year preparatory process.
• Forming a community of dedicated students and faculty will
encourage distinctive civic service and scholarship.
The following programs are available to students in a particular school.

College of Arts and Sciences
Integrated Studies Program

The Integrated Studies Program (ISP) (https://www.college.upenn.edu/
integrated-studies) is the freshman curriculum for Benjamin Franklin
Scholars pursuing degrees in the College of Arts and Sciences.
Deeply rooted in the liberal arts tradition of acquiring and applying
expansive knowledge, this residential academic program invites highlymotivated students to examine complex themes through the integration
of multiple academic disciplines and methodologies.
Students are guided through the semester by some of Penn’s leading
faculty. By investigating the same ideas under three distinct lenses,
drawing simultaneously from the humanities, social sciences and
sciences, students sharpen their focus on the similarities—and
differences—between the disciplines’ habits of mind.

School of Engineering and Applied
Science
Rachleff Scholars

The School Of Engineering and Applied Science is pleased to announce
the Rachleff Scholars Program (https://www.seas.upenn.edu/
undergraduate/research/rachleff-scholars.php). The Program offers Penn
Engineering undergraduates the opportunity to gain valuable research
experiences with standing faculty and to participate in a community of
peers who share a common interest in research and scholarly inquiry.
The Rachleff Scholars Program is open to rising sophomores with at least
a 3.4 Cumulative GPA and strong interests in engineering research. Each
student accepted into the Rachleff Program is required to complete work
in three separate areas: summer research experience, honors coursework,
and scholarly community activities.

School of Nursing

Benjamin Franklin Scholar- Nursing
As a Benjamin Franklin Scholar - Nursing (https://
www.nursing.upenn.edu/academics/a-penn-nursing-education/
undergraduate-honors-program), you will engage in an intensive
academic experience, along with peers in the College of Arts and
Sciences, the Wharton School and in the School of Engineering and
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Applied Science, to complete the undergraduate Nursing major with an
intensive liberal arts component. In addition to a variety of campus-wide
programs as part of BFS, you will be able to enroll in the justly famed BFS
Seminars – course taught by expert faculty from across campus in a
variety of topics.

The Wharton School
Joseph Wharton Scholars

Founded in 1988, the Joseph Wharton Scholars (https://undergradinside.wharton.upenn.edu/jws) program is designed to emphasize
the importance of scholarly research and the liberal arts and sciences
within the framework of a business education. Students in the program
are required to take scholars courses both in Wharton and outside of
Wharton (in the College of Arts & Sciences, Nursing, and/or Engineering),
engage in a signiﬁcant research project, and participate in a variety of
academic, career-oriented, and social activities.
The JWS program is the Wharton component of the Penn-wide Benjamin
Franklin Scholars (https://undergrad-inside.wharton.upenn.edu/
bfs) program, through which students gain access to BFS Seminars. In
addition to the course requirements, students must maintain a minimum
3.4 GPA.
Joseph Wharton Scholar students must take three non-Wharton BFS
Seminars as well as four Wharton honors courses (which may include
Wharton BFS Seminars). The Wharton courses include honors sections of
BEPP 250, FNCE 100, FNCE 101, MKTG 101, MGMT 101, MKTG/STAT 476,
STAT 430, STAT 431, WH 399; and the Wharton BFS Seminars: LGST 101,
LGST 210, and LGST 215. All JWS students must take WH150x—Evaluating
Evidence as one of their four honors classes in Wharton.

Public Policy Research Scholars
The Public Policy Research Scholars (PPRS) (https://
publicpolicy.wharton.upenn.edu/for-students/public-policy-researchscholars) offers a unique opportunity for students to study and explore
public policy.
PPRS is an interdisciplinary certiﬁcate program intended for
undergraduates with a background in economics, who want to explore the
impact of U.S. public policy on the domestic economy.
The PPRS program is not a major. Instead, it offers a supplemental
course of study, focusing on the quantitative analysis of public policy
at the federal level, that can be pursued alongside any major, in any of
Penn’s undergraduate schools. Beyond the curriculum, students also are
required to do at least one public policy summer internship, for which
they will receive funding from the Penn Wharton Public Policy Initiative.
They also will have opportunities to assist with faculty-led policy research
on campus. Through PPRS, we aim to create a tight-knit cohort of
undergraduates from across the University who are committed to gaining
the skills and experience necessary to critically assess U.S. public policy,
as well as to prepare for graduate study and career opportunities in the
ﬁeld.
The core skills at the heart of PPRS include:
• Economic and political analysis of public policy, for assessing why,
how, and with what degree of success the government designs and
implements policy.
• Statistical thinking and quantitative analysis of economic data.
• Knowledge of the policymaking process.
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• The application of theoretical and quantitative tools to practical, reallife policy questions.
Students that complete the program will have the designation “Public
Policy Research Scholar” noted as an honor on their transcripts and will
receive a certiﬁcate upon graduation.

Wharton Research Scholars
Wharton Research Scholars (https://undergradinside.wharton.upenn.edu/wrs) is an intensive one-year research program
for a select group of students who are interested in conducting research
under the supervision of some of Wharton’s preeminent faculty members.
As part of the program, participants complete an honors thesis.
Students apply to work on a speciﬁc project they propose in consultation
with a Wharton faculty member who agrees to act as their faculty mentor.
Students are allowed to have more than one faculty mentor provided at
least one is a member of the Wharton faculty.
Throughout the year, students convene to discuss progress, strategies,
and challenges within their projects. This interaction fosters a strong
scholarly community where students can learn from each other’s
experience. The research scholars also meet regularly with their faculty
mentors who advise the students throughout the year. The program
culminates with ﬁnal presentations and publication of research papers
on the University of Pennsylvania Libraries’ ScholarlyCommons (http://
repository.upenn.edu/wharton_research_scholars).

