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SCHOLARS PROGRAMS
The following programs are available to all undergraduate students.

• Benjamin Franklin Scholars (https://catalog.upenn.edu/
undergraduate/academic-resources/scholars/benjamin-frankin-
scholars/)

• Civic Scholars (https://catalog.upenn.edu/undergraduate/academic-
resources/scholars/civic-scholars/)

• SNF Paideia Fellows Program
• University Scholars (https://catalog.upenn.edu/undergraduate/

academic-resources/scholars/university-scholars/)

The following programs are available to students in a particular school.

College of Arts and Sciences
Integrated Studies Program
The Integrated Studies Program (ISP) (https://isp.sas.upenn.edu/) is the 
first-year curriculum for Benjamin Franklin Scholars pursuing degrees in 
the College of Arts and Sciences.

Deeply rooted in the liberal arts tradition of acquiring and applying 
expansive knowledge, this residential academic program invites highly-
motivated students to examine complex themes through the integration 
of multiple academic disciplines and methodologies.

Students are guided through the semester by some of Penn’s leading 
faculty. By investigating the same ideas under three distinct lenses, 
drawing simultaneously from the humanities, social sciences and 
sciences, students sharpen their focus on the similarities—and 
differences—between the disciplines’ habits of mind.

School of Engineering and Applied 
Science
Rachleff Scholars
The School Of Engineering and Applied Science is pleased to announce 
the Rachleff Scholars Program (https://www.seas.upenn.edu/
undergraduate/research/rachleff-scholars.php). The Program offers Penn 
Engineering undergraduates the opportunity to gain valuable research 
experiences with standing faculty and to participate in a community of 
peers who share a common interest in research and scholarly inquiry.

The Rachleff Scholars Program is open to rising sophomores with at least 
a 3.4 Cumulative GPA and strong interests in engineering research. Each 
student accepted into the Rachleff Program is required to complete work 
in three separate areas: summer research experience, honors coursework, 
and scholarly community activities.

School of Nursing
Benjamin Franklin Scholar- Nursing
As a Benjamin Franklin Scholar - Nursing (https://
www.nursing.upenn.edu/academics/a-penn-nursing-education/
undergraduate-honors-program/), you will engage in an intensive 
academic experience, along with peers in the College of Arts and 
Sciences, the Wharton School and in the School of Engineering and 
Applied Science, to complete the undergraduate Nursing major with 
an intensive liberal arts component. In addition to a variety of campus-
wide programs as part of BFS, you will be able to enroll in BFS Seminars 

– courses taught by expert faculty from across campus in a variety of 
topics.

The Wharton School
Joseph Wharton Scholars
Founded in 1988, the Joseph Wharton Scholars (https://undergrad-
inside.wharton.upenn.edu/jws/) program is designed to emphasize 
the importance of scholarly research and the liberal arts and sciences 
within the framework of a business education. Students in the program 
are required to take scholars courses both in Wharton and outside of 
Wharton (in the College of Arts & Sciences, Nursing, and/or Engineering), 
engage in a significant research project, and participate in a variety of 
academic, career-oriented, and social activities.

The JWS program is the Wharton component of the Penn-wide Benjamin 
Franklin Scholars (https://curf.upenn.edu/scholars-programs/benjamin-
franklin-scholars/) program, through which students gain access to BFS 
Seminars. In addition to the course requirements (https://undergrad-
inside.wharton.upenn.edu/jws/), students must maintain a minimum 3.4 
GPA..

Wharton Research Scholars
Wharton Research Scholars (https://undergrad-
inside.wharton.upenn.edu/wrs/) is an intensive one-year research 
program for a select group of students who are interested in conducting 
research under the supervision of some of Wharton’s preeminent faculty 
members. As part of the program, participants complete an honors 
thesis.

Students apply to work on a specific project they propose in consultation 
with a Wharton faculty member who agrees to act as their faculty mentor. 
Students are allowed to have more than one faculty mentor provided at 
least one is a member of the Wharton faculty.

Throughout the year, students convene to discuss progress, strategies, 
and challenges within their projects. This interaction fosters a strong 
scholarly community where students can learn from each other’s 
experience. The research scholars also meet regularly with their faculty 
mentors who advise the students throughout the year. The program 
culminates with final presentations and publication of research papers 
on the University of Pennsylvania Libraries’ ScholarlyCommons (http://
repository.upenn.edu/wharton_research_scholars/).
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